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ALLIED HEALTH PLANNING  FOR EACH COMMUNITY IN THE BANANA SHIRE:     

Project Schedule:   

- CQRH is still waiting on a response from the PHN for ‘top up’ support for Credentialed Diabetes Education. The 

request was sent to the PHN in April 2017. PHN’s has recently advised the ‘top up’ funding had been approved 

however, no contract has been received. This has resulted in the service being reduced to one day per fortnight. 

- Wowan/Dululu Multi-Purpose Centre has advised it has ceased negotiations with CQ University, regarding 

starting a Podiatry service in Wowan early July 2017. Instead the organisation has decided to support BlueCare’s 

potential future outreach service to Wowan.  

- No further action on engaging Education Qld representative, Christina Rigo, Mental Health Coach for Central Qld 

Region. 

ALLIED HEALTH ASSISTANT PLAN:   

Project Schedule:  

- The Three Allied Health Assistants are successfully continuing their Certificate IV Allied Health Assistant studies. 

The Project Officer regularly communicates with the students to track progress, provide support and motivation. 

A face to face meeting was held in Biloela on Wednesday 23 July to identify any issues or concerns. None were 

raised. It is anticipated that the students will graduate within two years. Another round of scholarships will be 

offered early 2018. 

- As a result of CQRH’s negotiations and communication CQUniversity has advised it is committed to developing a 

business case for Certificate III and Certificate IV in Allied Health Assistant, Certificate III and Certificate IV 

Indigenous Primary Care and Certificate III and Certificate IV Indigenous Environmental Health Officer. The 

University is confident the business case will result in a new course offering in the future. 

 

FUNDING MAPPING:   

Current:  

- A great deal of work has been completed in this space. The community plans have been developed for each 

Banana Shire town and data has been collected to determine services. This has been reviewed against previous 

information from the 2015 data to identify changes and gaps. The profiles have been shared with the local 

health groups for ground truthing. 

- Allied Health Audit data for the information reported in the Patient audit has been entered and a draft report 

has been prepared.   
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Ongoing:  

- Identifying opportunities to access alternative or complimentary funding for each discipline. 

- The project has clearly identified there is an opportunity to develop service models to meet the needs of the 

community and access additional funding for services. To date additional services have been recruited using 

predominantly Medicare, Fee for service and Aged Care funding sources.  

- The next step is to develop the tools to allow services to develop across the traditional employment and funding 

silos and provide a website based resource that will support integration across a variety of agencies and 

disciplines detailing funding source information. Template service agreements and business cases are being 

developed based on audit data. 

 

PROJECT REFERENCE GROUPS CONSULTATION:  

ALLIED HEALTH REFERENCE GROUP –  

- At the July meeting the group suggested a focus group meeting to explore Early Childhood Development 

Pathways.  CQRH identified key interested parties from the health and education sectors (private and public) and 

private and public health practioners. The meeting was held on Wednesday 23 August at the Biloela Community 

Resource Centre. At the meeting the group mapped the current services within the Banana Shire.  An 

opportunity was identified to further promote the CQHHS Allied Health Team services. The group will meet in 

November to finalise improved referral pathways.   

COMMUNITY REFERENCE GROUP 

- The meeting was held on Wednesday 2 August in Baralaba. At this meeting we advised the Moura representative 

that a partnership agreement has been reached between the CQ Physio and Moura Dawson Medical to provide a 

physiotherapy service to Moura and surrounds. This will be a weekly service for community members; the 

service also visits the Dawson Mine. This gap had previously been identified in the project mapping. CQRH has 

assisted in promoting the service and encouraging referrals in Moura and Theodore. The community is satisfied 

with this project outcome.  

TELEHEALTH: Project Schedule:   

- A literature review and desk top analysis of current Telehealth Services is complete.  

- Continued scoping of telehealth service models delivered in other rural and remote localities across Queensland 

and nationwide, through ongoing communication with the Allied Health Professions Australia, Health Service 

and Clinical Innovation Division, Allied Health Office of Queensland and Sarrah 

- Local organizations and professionals have been canvassed to determine their use of telehealth. 

- A review of the different Telehealth apps used by AHPs and the associated costs has been completed.  

- Ongoing communication with the Telehealth Taskforce regarding request for support with appraisal of viability, 

resourcing and development of infrastructure for allied health service provision in Banana Shire 

- The opportunity to potentially increase the scope of service delivery through telehealth options has been 

identified. 
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